Bulletin of Symbolic Logic 6 (2000) 111. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Self-defeating and self-fulfilling propositions

John Corcoran

Department of Philosophy, University of Buffalo, SUNY

Buffalo, NY 14260-1010

corcoran@acsu.buffalo.edu

Abstract: The universal proposition “Every proposition is true” is self-defeating (SD) in the sense that, being a proposition which is not true, it is a counterexample for itself. Other examples of SD propositions come readily to mind: every proposition is tautological (contradictory, negative, existential, conjunctive, atomic, etc.). Every SD proposition is false and every universal proposition that is about propositions and that has a contradictory predicate is SD. Nevertheless it is not the case that every SD proposition is contradictory, nor is it the case that every contradictory universal proposition about propositions is SD. The existential proposition “Some proposition is true” is self-fulfilling (SF) in the sense that, being a proposition which is true, it is a proexample for itself. Other examples of SF propositions come readily to mind: some proposition is existential (non-tautological, quantificational, non-atomic, etc.). Every SF proposition is true and every existential proposition that is about propositions and that has a tautological predicate is SF. Nevertheless it is not the case that every SF proposition is tautological, nor is it the case that every tautological existential proposition about propositions is SF. Is “Every proposition is SD” itself SD? Is “Some proposition is not SF” itself SF? The singular proposition that “Every proposition is SD” is SD leads easily to a paradox as does the singular that “Some proposition is not SF” is SF. This paper analyses the concepts of SD propositions and SF propositions as well as analogous properties applicable to non-proposition “truth-bearers” such as sentences (construed as strings of characters) and statements (construed as linguistic performances). 

