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News, inquiries, reports, and comments about teaching philosophy are solicited
and should be sent to the current editor.

William J. Rapaport, Editor
Newsletter on Pre-College Philosophy
Department of Philosophy

State University College

Fredonia, NY 14063

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION
PRE-COLLEGE PHILOSOPHY QUESTIONNAIRE

The Committee on Pre-College Philosophy of the American Philosophical Association is conducting a national

survey on i ion in philosophy at the el y, middle and high school levels. If you include philoso-
phic or critical thinking materials in your teaching or teach a course in philosophy, please fill in the items
below. Principals or superi dents please pass this questionnaire on to the appropriate faculty.

PART ONE

A. Subject Area(s) or Course(s)

1. Title
2.  Context or subject area in which pt

M (Y

al is used

3. Year philosophi ial or philosophy (s) intraduced

4.  Number of times given

5. Grade level(s)

6.  Number of students in each subject area or course

7. Required by school . R ded by (administration, parents, advisors

. Elected by student

B. Materials and Methods

1. Reading material in the course(s)
(a) Philosophical (give titles)

(b) Non-philosophical (give titles)

(c) Proportion of time devoted to the philosophi

2. Methods of Instruction (discussion, questioning techniques, debate, lecture, film, etc.)

3. Tooics. issues. philosophers discussed

TWO

F. Others to whom this questionnaire should be sent (name and address; attach a list if you have one, or
use back side).

G. Thank you for your assistance
Please mail the pleted tionnaire or req

< b

for additional copies of the blank questionnaire to:

Committee on Pre-College Instruction in Philosophy
American Philosophical Association
Office of the Executive Secretary
University of Delaware
Newark, Delaware 19711

ged to retum the completed questionnaires by June 1, 1982

H. If you wish to receive the results of this survey and to be on our mailing list, please fill in your name and

address below (please print)

Name:

State: Zip Code
For results For Mailing List

(USE ADDITIONAL PAPER FOR ANSWERS IF NECESSARY)

ETHICS IN THE ETHICAL
CULTURAL SCHOOLS

Although Plato believed that phllosophy was not for the young, the teach-
Ing of ethics began in the Ethical Culture Schools more than 100 years ago. For
teachers and for students, the ethics program continues to be rewarding, tanta-
lizing, and frustrating. Despite an inescapable tension between expectation
and achievement, ethics education has developed an identifiable structure.  Cer-
taln questions recur, and certain assumptions about people and learning persist.

The Ethical Culture Schools (Midtown, K-6; Fieldston Lower, K-6; and Field-
ston, 7-12), founded in 1878, are committed to democratic values. Consequently,
we take a developmental view of human capacities and of schooling. This leads
us into an educational and moral neighborhood marked, among other things, by
freedom of Inquiry, critical thinking, historical ideas, and comparative analysis.
Ethlcs Is studied, not commanded; commltments are developed, not imposed; con-
duct is experienced, not scripted; and change Is expected, not condemned.

What, then, Is to be studled under the name of ethics education? Is it
sufficient to address questions of skill (e.g., moral reasoning), or history
(e.g., comparative ethics), or mental health (e.g., human relations)? Moral
commitment becomes a problem. It Is foolish to talk of "teachina athircll and
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