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Software design vs Web design

 There is always another website that 

provides similar service.

 Possibility of navigation between websites 

via Hyperlinks.

 Multimedia content : A combination of 

text, image, sound and animation!
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The Usability of the Webpage

◦ Visual Organization

◦ Usage of Color

◦ Navigation
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Visual Organization
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Good or Bad design?



Visual Organization

 Basic Principle

◦ Proximity: items that are close together are 

perceived as being related. 

◦ Alignment: related items should be placed 

along an imaginary line.

◦ Consistency: related items should look the 

same.

◦ Contrast: make different items look different.
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Proximity
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Alphabetical order



Proximity
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Related items are grouped together



Proximity @ Amazon
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Alignment
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Horizontal 

Alignment 

Problem

Vertical Alignment Problem



Alignment
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Alignment
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An Example: Proximity and Alignment
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Consistency
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Consistency
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Consistency
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Consistency

 Each web page in a website should answer 

the following questions:

◦ Where am I?

◦ How did I get here?

◦ Where can I go from here?
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Contrast
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Team Websites

 Let’s check the visual organization.
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